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Purposes of ESA
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e S V|de aTTF@&TiSTG Conserve

ecosystems of threatened and

endangered species

= Establishes a program for the
onservation of threa
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ACF Basin Aquatic Habitat Diversity
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= Fish: 122 species
e Mussels: 29 species
= Crayfish: 30 species

e Highest US density
reptiles & amphibians

stuary one of most

e Flint River: 214 miles
without a dam



ESA-listed species In the ACF




All ESA-Listed Aquatic Species In

= 7/ species
Fish Mussels
Gulf sturgeon(T) Fat threeridge (E) - ——

Chipola slabshell (T)

Purple bankclimber (T)
Shiny-rayed pocketbook (E)
Gul '




Endangered Species Act
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- =_Response to accelerated decline of
Species

= Purpose is to conserve ecosystems

Ing a species is a 911 call

Servation to prevent listing and

allow delisting -



Deflnltlons

f_EndarJger”ed
ANy species In danger of
extinction throughout all or a

significant portion of i1ts range B

= Threatened =
| —— ies likel e ——
- reseeable

future In all or a significant
portion of Its range
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Endangered Spemes Act

- eZtlnctlo |§q51TES recovery

planning

= Sec. 7 requires Federal agency
consultation
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Sec. 7 Consultatlon
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_éEyeryJ:_e.deral agency must be in
compliance with the ESA

e

= and use their authorities to
rtherthe purposes, of the Act
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Sec. 7 Consultatlon

S The role of tl Ufﬁfhe Service is to help
the action agency be In
compliance and avoid Section 9
violation and penalties

@E Consultation H

- (WWW.fWS.gO\7)
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Interagency Consultations
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= Applies to all discretionary federal actions
that:

— an agency funds, carries out or permits and
— may affect a listed species or critical habitat —

= More than 70,000 actions reviewed annually
el

project modifications completed
concurrently with other project planning
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Informal
Consultation
BE / BA

Concur or
More Info.

Federal Action
(Corps Proposal)

Species/Habitat
Present?

Formal Consultation
Required
(Action Agency Initiates)

Biological Opinion
(Service Prepares)




Formal Consultatlon
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= ESA reguires the action agency to provide

the best scientific and commercial data
avallable.

= \Within 30, dayssthe Service
Krnowledgment of consultation reguest
and advises of any data deficiencies.
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Time Requirements
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~  ® Clock starts when adequate
Information Is provided including
Biological Assessment

= Consultation - 90 days

— - B
Wys -

= Can be extended If mutually agreed
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Typlcal Blologlcal Oplnlon

__,dS‘_ummarlzes the status of the speues

and critical habitat
= Describes the baseline

= Determines effects of action including
cumulative

ﬁ;ﬂclusmn — Jeopardy or adverse -
Jodificati ———
to minimize harm
= Conmservation recommendations
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Biological Opinion
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Incidental  Take Statement

NENIENICIIIEAVISE

gIeINEd aclions
—
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Section 9

=—w=pie-taie prohibition for wildlife
applies to any person including
a Federal agency.

———

= “Prohibited Acts” - Prohlblt Import

$0)0 { or transpor is
Nts: Ibit take

c possessmn of wildlife - but not -
plants.
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Section 9

- " “Tagke” - to harass, harm,
pursue, hunt, shoot, wound,
Kill, trap, capture or collect,
or to attempt to engage N

~ such ct t.

ﬁ-‘

i
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“Slgnlflcantﬁ'abftat modlflcatlon or
degradation where It actually Kills or
Injures wildlife by significantly
Impairing essential behavioral
patterns, including breeding, feeding,

ﬁheltefjng” (50 CFR 17.3)




Incidental Take
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—— 7 resulting from, but not the
ﬁ_-" .

purpose of, an otherwise lawful
activity
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= Only applies to levels of take that do not
cause jeopardy or adverse modification -

casures ..
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Reasonable and Prudent

N\ AN A A B &

= All reasonable measures to avoid and minimize
extent of take. —

= Mandatory.

= Terms and Conditions - included as permit
conditions or project plans.
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onditions

e

Sellljfe methods to accomplish each RPM

clear, precise and enforceable

only minor changes to proposed action
(can’t alter basic design, location,
scope, duration, or timing)

Include reporting and monitoring .

and disposition of species
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Blologlcal Oplnlon

_=--—-Dr.aﬁ:—BO IS submltted to Actlon
agency for review

= Federal agency comments

mpletes COnsultﬁion o) s —
Nt -

o

measures -
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Endangered Spemes Act

= It’s about:
:ﬁ—_

eEcosystems

eActive conservation partnerships

eBalancing species’ needs with
___W*
Im\ eEarly planning and coordination d

IS best E

“=

[\
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